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The Lower Lee Pilot Catchment 

Hoddesdon, Feildes Weir to 

Bow Locks & Three Mills, 
East London (30kms) 

Tidal Lee (R.Thames trib.) 

Defra Pilot Catchment 

 



River Lee - background 
 

Poor biodiversity & water quality 

Chronic & acute pollution 
Misconnections, CSO’s 

Diffuse pollution  e.g. traffic (PAH), 

sediment 

Pollution (accidental, deliberate) 

Collaborative working 
Thames Water, British Waterways, 

LVRPA , LA’s, Academics,Partners 

 

 



River Lee - background 

History 

industrial – brownfield sites 

Localised flooding - culverts 

gravel abstraction – Lee Valley Park 

Abstractions – irrigation & potable supply 

Heavily modified 

River Lee Navigation, River Lee Flood Channel 

East London, Waterworks River, Bow back rivers,  

Olympics 2012 – driver for regeneration 

 

 

 



River Lee - background 

 

Aquatic weeds inc invasives & blue 
green algae 

Trash 

Sediment 

Effluent loading 

Poor water quality and biodiversity 

 



Lower Lee – Influencing factors 

Urban development 

Base flow 

Lee Valley Reservoirs 

East London reservoirs 

Coppermills 

Deephams WwTW 

Drainage networks (foul, 
surface, combined) 

Urban diffuse pollution 

Failing WFD waterbodies, 
DO, NH3, P & N  





Looking Forward 

Increased focus  

Raised expectations 

Community engagement 

Greater sense of ownership 

Support for pilot catchment 
(collaborative) approach 

Improved funding streams 

 


